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Amendments To The Claims: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A n unexpanded stent characterized by a longitudinal axis, 
the stent comprising at least on e a plurality of serpentine bands extending about the 
circumference of the stent A 

each serpentine band comprising a plurality of substantially straight struts, 
each stmt having a first end and a second end, 
each two adjacent struts connected one to the other at a first end or a 
second but not both. 

pdjarpTiT cmirc wfrHnli arp rrvnnprrpfl ot Their flrgT end's jntTiffl hy a trough 

portion, 

adjacent struts which are connected at their second ends joined by a peak 
portion, 

each serpentin e band including adjacent struts joined by a peak portion which 
tognthnr rinfinn fm Proving whioh nxtondn pnrftllol to fro 1meit»<tina1 tmifl nf the ntenfi, 

eaqh serpentine band alsp hreludiflg adj^eqt strut? jpined by a peak portion which 

tufccdici define an UjJVLihiK wlil^li lnvludo^ a spytJuii wUMi Is p*u,<iUgl iu Hip luiittUmlinal fuia uf 

the stent and a section which is skewed relative to the longitudinal axis of the stent having 
alternating peak portions and trough portions the peak portions including shorter p e ak portions 

and longer poak portiono, tho lo-ngor pcalc portions of a longitudinal oxtont groat or than tho 

short e r p e ak portions, 

th e long e r p e ak portions including first bent p e ak portions which e xt e nd in a first 
direction non parall e l to th e longitudinal axis of th e stent 

and s e cond bent peak portions which e xt e nd in o second dir e ction non parall e l to th e longitudinal 
axis of th e st e nt, 

e ach first b e nt p e ak portion circumferentially adjac e nt to one second b e nt peak portion 
which points toward tho first bent-pcak-portion and to ono oooond bont peak portion whioh - points 
away-finm tho first bent poak portion, 

adjaoent first and s e cond b e nt peak portions which point toward one anoth e r separat e d 
on e from th e other by - at l e asfron e- short e r - p e ak portion . 

Claim 2, (Currently Amended) Th e st e nt of claim 1 wh e r e in A stent characterized by a 
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longinialnal axis, the stent comprising at least one sciycuiinc baud cAtcudina abuut il^ 
circumference uf die stent aud liaviiiM. altcniatiiin wok pintifrjja and trough, portions. 

the peak portions including shorter peak portions and longer peak portions, the longer 
peak portions of a longitudinal extent greater than the shorter peak portions, 

the longer peak portions including first bent peak portions whic h extend in a first 
direction non-parallel to the longitudinal axis of the stent and second bent peak portions which 
extend in a second direction non-parallel to the longitudinal axis of the stent, 

each first bent peak portion circumferentiallv adjacent to one second bent peak portion 
which points toward the first bent peak portion and to one second bent peak portion which points 
away from the first bent peak portion, 

adjacent first and second bent peak portions which point toward one another gftparatftl 
one from the other by at least one shorter peak portion. 

the trough portions include shorter trough portions and longer trough portions, the longer 
trough portions of a longitudinal extent greater than the shorter trough portions, 

the longer trough portions including first bent trough portions which extend in a first 

direction uon-paiallcl lu die longitudinal axis uf Uic stent aud scuuuil bcuL liuugli uuiliuna wluvli 

extend in a second direction non-parallel to the longitudinal axis of the stent, 

each first bent trough portion circumferentialiy adjacent to one second bent trough portion 

which points toward the first bent trough portion and to one second bent trough portion which 

points away from the first bent trough portion, 

adjacent first and second bent trough portions which point toward one another separated 

one from the other by at least one shorter trough portion. 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim-SJ. comprising a plurality of the 
serpentine bands. 

Claim 4. (Original) The stent of claim 3 wherein serpentine bands which are longitudinally 
adjacent one another are connected one to the other. 

Claim 5. (Original) The stent of claim 3 wherein serpentine bands which are longitudinally 

adjacent one another are connected one to the other by at least one longitudinal connector 

extending from a shorter peak portion of one serpentine band to a shorter trough portion on a 
serpentine band which is longitudinally adjacent thereto. 
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Claim 6. (Original) Th® otent of olaim 3 wherein cerpentinft bancte which are longitudinatly 
adjacent one another are connected one to the other by a plurality of longitudinal connectors 
which extend from shorter peak portions of one serpentine band to shorter trough portions on a 
serpentine band which is longitudinally adjacent thereto. 

Claim 7. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 6 wherein adjacent first and second bent trough 
portions wtnch point away trom one another are not separatee Dy any snorter crougn portions ana 

adjacent first and second bent peak portions which point away from one another are not separated 

by any shorter peak portions. 

Claim 8. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 6 wherein adjacent first and second bent trough 
portions which point away from one another are not separated by any shorter trough portions, 
adjacent first and second bent peak portions which point away from one another are not separated 
by any shorter peak portions, adjacent first and second bent trough portions which point toward 

ono anotkor 0*0 aopooatod ono from tho otho* hy at loaot two abort©* trough portiono and adjaoont 

first and second bent peak portions which point toward one another are separated one from the 
other by at least two shorter peak portions. 

Claim ?. (Original) The stent of claim 1 made of one or more shape memory materials. 
Claim 10. (Original) The stent of claim 1 constructed and arranged to be self-expanding. 
Claim 11. (Original) In combination, a stent as in claim 10 disposed on a catheter, the stent 
restrained by a sheath- 
Claim 12. (Currently Amended) A stent comprising at least one serpentine band with a plurality 
of alternating peak portions and trough portions , the peak portions of the at least one serpentine 
band being at the distal end of the band such that the peak portions are more distal than the 
trough portions, some of the peak portions including at least two bent peak portions which bend 
away from the longitudinal axis of the stent toward ono onother , each of the bent peak portions 
wrapping at least partially about an adjacent pea k portion . 

Claim 13. (Original) The stent of claim 12 wherein the trough portions including at least two 
bent troughs portions which bend toward one another. ear,h nf the. bent trough portions wrapping 
at least partially about an adjacent trough. 

Claim 14. (Original) The stent of claim 13 comprising a plurality of the serpentine bands. 
Claim 15. (Currently Amended) Tho stent of olaim 1 4 -wfaege -A stent comprising a plurality of 
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serpentine bands with a plurality of alternating peak portions and trough portions, 

the peak portions including at least two bent peak portions which bend toward one 

jmpfoeff. eqch of tfo bept p^ak; portions wrapping at least partially afrout an adjacent peak 

ihe trough portions Including ac lease two bent iTougflis portions which bend Lowaid one 

another, each of the bent trough portions wrapping at least partially about an adjacent trough . 

adjacent serpentine bands are connected erne to the other via at least one connector 
extending from a peak portion of one serpentine band to a trough portion of an adjacent 
serpentine band. 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim-44 15 where adjacent serpentine bands are 
connected one to the other via a plurality of connectors extending from peak portions of one 
serpentine band to trough portions of an adjacent serpentine band. 
Claim 17. (Original) The stent of claim 16 wherein the connectors are parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the stent. 

Claim 18. (Original) The stent of claim 16 wherein each connector has a first end and a second 

end, the first and second end ciicumferentially aligned one with the other. 

Claim 19. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 12 made of one or more shape memory 

materials. 

Claim 20. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 12 constructed and arranged to be self- 
expanding. 

Claim 21. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 12 further comprising a coating, at least a 
portion of the stent having the coating thereon. 

Claim 22. (Original) The stent of claim 21 wherein the coating is a matrix compound. 
Claim 23. (Original) The stent of claim 21 wherein the coating is selected from at least one 
member of the group consisting of: lactide, glycolide, and caprolactone polymers and their 
copolymers; hydroxybutyrate and polyhydroxyvalerate and thrir hlnnk and random mpnlynws; a 
polyether ester; anhydrides, polymers and copolymers of sebacic acid, hexadecandioic acid; 

<^bn/isto3i?j-p*22£^a7i£zLO]xa^?0l^^ -avid) tlioic* Maoifi au4>:mLdaiLi- 

copolymers and any combination thereof. 

Claim 24. (Currently Amended) A stent having a proximal end and a distal end comprising at 
least one serpentine band with a plurality of alternating peak portions and trough portions, the 
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peak portions of the at least one serpentine band being at the distal end of the band such that the 
peak portions are more distal than the trough portions, the peak portions including at least two 
bent peak portions- which bend away from ono another, the at least two p e ak portiono boing 
oonnootod by a connecto r having a different shape than the other peak portions and wrapping at 
least partially about an adjacent peak. 
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